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Expanding Short Sentences (Adding Details,

Sentence Combining) ¢ Practice 1
Adding Details Improve short sentences by adding details to the subjects, verbs, or complements.

Short Sentences Details Added

Fllen’s story won {irst prize. Ellent's story, a spooky thriller, won first prize.
{in subject)
She described both the characters and ~ She described the characters and the setting

the selting. vividly and realisticatly. {in predicate}
I especially liked the ending. { especially liked the dramatic ending. (in
object)

Sentence Combining
Combine two or more short simple sentences to make a longer simple sentence, a compound sentence,
a complex sentence, or a compound-complex sentence.

Short, Choppy Sentences Combined Sentences

#d took a shower. He fixed himself a  After his shower, Ed fixed himself a snack.
snack. fd took a shower and then fixed himself a

He was hot. He was hungry. snack.

Because he was hot and hungry, Ed took a
shower and then fixed himself a snack.

W Expanding Sentences. Add details to the sentences below. !

EXAMPLE: We ordered a pizza.
We ordered a medium pizza with pepperoni and exira cheese,

1. A teacher can inspire students.

2. Have you eaten al that restaurant?

3. The car still runs well.

4, The child looked cute.

Sentence Combining. Combine the sentences in each group below inte a single
sentence.

EXAMPLE: Autumn days are shorter. They are cooler too. Trees stop making chlorophyil.
Because autumn days are shorter and cooler, lrees stop melking chlorophyil.

1. Monique just moved here from France. She is the new student in homeroorm.

2. The model looks difficult. it is not. Follow the diagrams.
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Expanding Short Sentences (Adding Details,
Sentence Combining) ¢ Practice 2

-Exercise 1 Adding Your Own Details. Rewrite the following sentences to malke each one more
informative and descriptive. Add at least two different details to each.

EXAMPLE: I drank the water.
Hot and thirsty, I drani the cold water shooting out of the drinking fountain.

1. Mary walked the dog.

2. A herd of cattle grazed.

3. The waves broke violently.

4. A rainbow appeared,

5. His uncle spoke on television.

Combining Short, Choppy Sentences. Read each of the following groups of short,
choppy sentences and then combine two or more of the sentences in each group. In any group that
contains three sentences, you may decide to leave one sentence unchanged.

1. The show closed. Many of the cast members auditioned for daytime soap operas.

2. The city began to enforce the law against double-parking more strictly. Too many drivers had been
ignoring the law.

3. The sun rose beyond the water. It cast a pink glow on the lighthouse.

4. 1 enioy seeing all the animrals at the zoo. The gorillas are my {avorites.

5. Our school's choral group is one of the finest in the country. It requires special auditions for admission.

6. The supermarket was so crowded. People stood in checkout lines stretching back into the aisles.

7. The streets of that city can be quiet and calm. They can be noisy and full of life. It depends on the
time of day.

8. A burglar entered the house through the window. He escaped with the jewelry. The jewelry was worth
thousands of dollars.

9. Hockey is a fast-moving game. Players skate by with great speed. Hockey pucks can travel at eighty
miles per hour.

10, Alexander was a remarkable animal. He could understand words and sign language. He could also
invent his own games and tricks.

100 ® Grommar Exercise Workhook © Prentice-Hall, Inc.




Name Date

Simplifying Long, Confusing Sentences
(Shortening Long Compound Sentences, Shortening Long

Complex Sentences) ¢ Practice 1

Shortening Long Compound Sentences Recognize compound sentences that ramble, and separale
them into two or more shorter sentences.

Rambling Compound Sentence Revision

Joe has several computer games, and Paul Joe has several computef games, and Paul
has several different ones, so they trade from has several different ones. They {rade from
time to time, and neither gets bored with his time to time, so neither gets bored with his
OWI. OWTL

; Shortening Long Complex Sentences Recognize complex sentences that are too complicated, and
i separate them into shorter sentences.

Complicated Complex Sentence Revision

The first transcontinental auto trip, which was  The first transcontinental auto trip was made
made in 1903 when two men drove from San in 1903 when two men drove from San
Francisco to New York City, was a remarkable  Francisco to New York City. It was a

{eat because roads were poor and gasoline was. remarkable feal because roads were poor and
hard to {find. gasoline was hard lo find.

. Shortening Long Compound Sentences. Divide each long compound senience into
i two or more shorter sentences,

EXAMPLE: Few people are indifferent to cats, for most either Jove them or hate them, and they make no

secret of their feelings.
Few people are indifferent fo cats, Most either love them or hate them and malke no secret of

thelr feelings.

1. The Nile overflowed every spring and deposited a layer of rich seil, and as a result the soil along the
banks of the river never wore out.

2. Young Ben Franklin helped his father make candles and soap, but he found the work boring, and he
eagerly accepted his brother's offer to teach him printing,

Shortening Complicated Complex Sentences. Divide each long complex sentence

into two or more shorter sentences.
1. Although the Bisons were far behind at the half, their {ans, who rarely became discouraged,

continued to hope for a miracle, which occurred in the third peried when the Bisons scored three

quick touchdowns and held on to win.

9. The actien of the movie takes place on the Twentieth Century Limited, a fast {rain which used fo travel
between New York and Chicago but which has been discontinued.
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Simplifying Long, Confusing Sentences
(Shortening Long Compound Sentences, Shortening Long
Complex Sentences) ¢ Practice 2

Shortening Compound Sentences. Rewrite each compound sentence by breaking
it up into shorter sentences.

EXAMPLE: The batter slugged a line drive to left field and easily made it to first base, and then the bail
was thrown to the infield, and he slid into second head first, and the shortstop missed the tag,
so the runner was safe with a double.

The batier slugged a line drive io lefi field and easily made it to firsi base. Then the ball was
thrown fo the infield, and he slid inlo second, head first. The shoristop missed the tag, so the
runner was safe with a double,

1. The myths of ancient Greece have inspired writers for centuries, and writers have studied the
personalittes of many Greek characters, and they have followed many of the plots of Greek stories,

2. A dog can be both an ally and a burden to its master, and it can often be a source of protection and
love, but it can also be both an expense and a continuous responsibility.

3. To wire the driftwood as a lamp, you must drill a hole through it, and then you must mount it on a
stand, and next you must pull electrical wire through the wood and attach a light socket to the top.

Shortening Complicated Complex Sentences. Break up the complex sentences
into shorter sentences by changing the order of ideas and adding or eliminating words.

EXAMPLE: New York is a {ast-paced city that can never bore the people who visit it because it contains
fascinating museums and historical sights, which tourists can explore, as well as many
restaurants, concerts, and plays, which they can enjoy.

New York is a_fast-paced city that can never bore the people who visit il. It contains
Jascinating museums and historical sights, which tourists can explore, as well as many
restaurants, corcerts, and plays, which they can enjoy.

1. Although Joe had not been fishing in a number of years, he surprised himsell by catching a very large
swordfish, which, when it was measured, set a local record, which was mentioned in the newspapers.

2. Some of today's television stars seem to worry more about contracts than they do about providing
entertainment, which, as a resuli, leaves the audience wondering which star will disappear next {rom
their favorite shiows,

3. My last trip to Africa included my first safari, which was very exciting and which began at sunrise and
lasted until the late afternoon when we all sat together and recounted the adventures that we had
enjoved in the bush country.
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